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That might be pleaded as an excuse at the Old Baily for lesser
crimes than defamation, for 'tis the case of almost all who are
try'd there; but sure it can here be none, since no man will
pretend that the robbing another of his reputation supplies the
want of it in himself. I question not but such authors are poor, 5
and heartily wish the objection were removed by any honest
livelihood. But Poverty here is the accident, not the subject: he
who describes inalice and villany to be pale and meagre,expresses
not the least anger against paleness or leanness, but against
malice and villany. The apothecary in R o M E o and JULIET is 10
poor, but is he therefore justified in vending poison? Not but
poverty itself becomes a just subject of satyre, when it is the
consequence of vice, prodigality, or neglect of one's lawful
calling; for then it increases the publick burden, fills the streets
and high-ways with Robbers, and the garrets with Clippers, 15
Coiners, and Weekly Journalists.
But admitting that two or three of these, offend less in their
morals, than in their writings; must poverty make nonsense
sacred? If so, the fame of bad authors would be much better
taken care of, than that of all the good ones in the world; and 20
not one of a hundred had ever been calPd by his right name.
They mistake the whole matter: It is not charity to en-
courage them in the way they follow, but to get 'em out of it:
For men are not bunglers because they are poor, but they are
poor because they are bunglers.                                              25
Is it not pleasant enough to hear our authors crying out on
the one hand, as if their persons and characters were too sacred
for Satyre; and the publick objecting on the other, that they
are too mean even for Ridicule? But whether bread or fame be
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13-14. lawful calling <Cf. the passage from Dennis quoted at the end of this
"Letter", and Savage's Preface to An Author to be Let, where it is argued that
"tho* they are sad Writers, they might have been good Mechanicks." Young
took the same line in Two Epistles to Mr. Pope .. . 1730, Ep. i 51-4:
His Uammer This, and That his Trowel quits,
And wanting Sense for Tradesmen, serve for Wits.
By thriving men subsists each other Trade,
Of every broken Graft a Writer** made.>
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